
A Level

Music Technology
Component 2 NEA –
Understanding the Assessment 
Criteria

Technology-based Composition



© Pearson Education 2024

In this session we are going to look at exemplars of 

candidate work from the 2024 exam:

• Examiner Mark Booklet

• Candidate A

• Candidate G

• FAQ

Agenda



Exemplar from 2024



Comparative Judgement

Compare the two compositions we’re looking at today.

Overall, which composition deserves the higher mark?



Comparative Judgement

A>G
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Principal Examiner’s report

AG1 - Synthesis

Often the strongest element of tech use. All software now provides a range of synthesis types. Centres are clearly 

encouraging students to explore different types, and use parameters to develop their timbres and create the sonic palette, 

and then using automation or other real time control to create development of the timbres during the piece. 

The best work shows musical judgement and control in when to apply automation to settings, and how to combine 

complementary timbres that suit the mood and style of the piece. 

Weaker work had misjudged use of parameters such as uncontrolled filter sweeps, mistimed LFO use, or other poorly 

timed adjustment of parameters in the context of the whole piece. 

Logbook notes 

- screenshots do not provide much useful information unless annotated to describe key settings 

- long lists of parameter settings do not provide valuable information 

- explanation of how the important settings that most influence the sound have been used are more useful, and 

demonstrate understanding of the methods being assessed…



A – Brief 2: War Talk
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FAQs



FAQ

• Who were the examiners in 2024?

• Where do the exemplars in this pack come from?

• For brief 1, should candidates submit a video file containing the video and soundtrack?

• For brief 1, why does the question paper say that candidates "must not include Foley soundtrack or 

dialogue"?

• For brief 2, can candidates use a pre-existing recording of the text?

• For brief 2, can the candidate adapt and re-order the words?

• Can candidates submit a “free” composition that isn’t a response to the brief?

• Can candidates use loops and third-party samples in their compositions?

• Can one candidate get another candidate to perform on their composition, e.g. a guitar solo?



FAQ

• Should candidates master their recordings?

• Can candidates word process their logbooks?

• Do drum samples need to be listed under ‘sampling’? 

• Does the composition need to be exactly 3 minutes?



Support



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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